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verious members of the crew informed Ecknmer that the passenger,
Joseph Spach, had two dogs that were maintained in the freight
room, which is located aft, directly below gas cell mumber 6.
Further, that this passenger was allowed to go back and tend to
these dogs at frequent intervals, either to feed them, water them,
or merely to pet them, end on various of these trips he was not
accompanied by & member of the crew. Ecknmer also related to
Rosendahl that one of the stewards, who has since returned to
Germany, mentioned the fact that Joseph Spach appeared to him to

be unsympathetic to the airship travel and impressed him as being

a peculisr type of passenger; also that this individuel remained
aloof from the other passengers and was not at all responsive to
the explanations of the crew regarding the veriocus technicelities
of the airship itself. Commander Rosendahl stated that the ouly
information he had on Joseph Spach there st Lakehurst was to the
effect that he was supposedly & United States citiren, using an
American passport mnd that he hed been treated at the Fitkin
Nemorial Hospital at Asbury fark, New Jersey immedietely after

the aocident; that he had been discharged shortly thereafter and
had left, &s his forwerding eddress, Douglastop, Long Island,

New York, For further information concerning the present where-
atouts of Joseph Spach, it is believed by Rosendeahl that this would
be in the possession of Kr. Rauber, who is & German citizen affiliated
with the Famburg-Americean Steamship, Line in New York City, which is
one of the passenger ggents for thelAmerican Zeppelin Transport
Company, which is the]American Zeppelin Agency for the fGernan
Zeppelin Transport Company. Commander Rosendahl steted that he

had telked it over with the Board of Inquiry, which is headed by
South Trimble of the Department of Commerce, and it had been de-
cided that Commander Rosendahl wes to get in touch with me at the
Newark Field Division end request that an investigation be made of
Joseph Spach to ascertein his background, as well as & little per-
sonal history concerning his recent trip from Germany to the United
States aboard the dirigible Eindenburg.

I wes also informed by Commander Rosendahl that Joseph
Spach is supposed to be an acrobat by profession and in connection
therewith Kosendahl stated that it would take a fairly active man
to climb the rigging separating gas cells L; and 5 in order to gain
access to the gas shaft thatseparates these two chambers from the
axial girder to the top keel, It is the opinion of Commander
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Rosendahl, as well as certain members of the Board of Inquiry,

that it was entirely possible that Joseph Spach might have placed
either an inflammable substance in the gas shaft in close proximity
with the maneuvering valve, or placed a timing device which would
heve ignited the mixture existing in the gas shaft at the time that
the gas is valved off for landing purposes.

Upon receiving this information, I telephonically
commmiecated with Mr. Foxworth, of the Bureau, and related to him
the above information. In connection therewith, Mr, Foxworth stated
that he would confer with the Director in connection with the instant
matter and would commnicate with me telephonically as to what pro=-
cedure should be followed in connection therewith,

Shortly after 3:30 p. me, Daylight Saving Time, I agsin
had telephonic contact with My, Foxworth, of the Bureau, at which
tims he informed that it was the opinion of the Bureau that the
investigation requested by the Board of Inguiry, through Commander
Rosendahl, should be conducted and that action should be taken to
obtain the necessary information that would reveal the background
of the passenger Joseph Spach. Also, at this time, it was brought
to the attention of Mr, Foxworth that I had further conference with
Commander Rosendahl, at which time he had informed me that he had
talked with Ceptain Erns#f Iehmann, shortly after the accident, at the
hospital in lakewood, New Jeysey, and at this time lehmann had in-
formed him that he and Antoqfnittemann had received a warning. The
particulers of this warning were not,divulged to Commender Rosendahl
by either Captain Lehmann or Captain( Wittemann, but they had indicated
that they had received a warning that something was going to happen
in the stern of the Hindenburg on her initial trip to the United
States in the Spring of this year. According to Commander Rosendahl,
evidently both Ceptain Wittemann and Caeptain Lehmann, (who is now de-
ceased) had confided this information concerning the warning to the
appropriate representatives of the German Ambassador in the United
Stetes. Commander Rosendahl also stated that lLelmann had made &
definite statemsnt to the effect that he was of the opinion that
an "infernal mechine™ had been the cause of the accident and that
the accident would have heppened, no matter whether they had utilized
helium gas or hydrogen gas in the super structure of the Hindenburg,
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Commander Rosendahl at this time suggested that it might be a good
idea for a representative of the Bureau to interview Captain
Wittemenn, as he has been given to understand that all of the members
of the German crew would be ready and willing to cooperate with the
appropriate authorities of the Unlted States in connection with the
sabotage theory.

Regarding the suggestion that cgptain Wittemann be inter-
viewed by & representative of the Bureau, Mr. Foxworth stated that
no action should be teken in cornection therewith until further ade
vice wes received by me from the Bureau.

Special Agent Malone and myself again conferred with
Commander Rosendahl at lakehurst at 5 p. m. on May 19, 1937, at
which time Commander Rogendahl stated that & further discovery
hed been mede that would help support the sabotage theory.

As has been related to the Bureau, in conmection with
the instant case, irn the commnicetion dated May 11, 1937, forwarded
by Inspector E, Y. Comnnelley, the authorities at Lakehurst had been
in commnication with the Bomb Squaed of the Mew York Folice Depart-
ment. For the ixformstion of the Bureau, Detective licCarthy of the
New York Bomb Squed, has been at lekehurst end has conducted some
investigation of the ruins of the dirigible Hindenburg. TDetective
LoCarthy hes previously informed that the results of his examination
were negetive and that the only thing he was able to ascertaln was
evidence of & severe explosion in the after part of the ship.
Naturally, the type of explosion that had occurred in the stern of
the ship was not kmown ard it is true thet such an explosion could
have been caused by the igniting of the hydrogen gas after it had
been mixed with the proper amount of air.

ned bv Commender Rosendshl

A Wy UVideL i S w SMimald

- in
red to do with the findlng of a foreign aubstanoe present on thse
valve head of one of the valves, either in gas oell mupber ) or 53
thet this valve head had been located by Doctor ludwig{Tuer, who is
Chief Construction Engineer of the Germen Zeppelin Transport Company.
It is Rosendahl's belief that this foreign substance appearing on
thic valve head is sulphur, due to the yellow color. This valve
heed was shown to Agent Valone and myself by Commander Rosendehl,
and there is evident thereon a substance, yellow in color, ard in
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e feirly large quantity. Commender Rosendahl stated that 1t is the
intention of the Board of Inquiry to have & chemical expert test
this substance appearing on this valve head in order to definitely
ascertain whether or not it is sulphur or other like substance.

It will be recalled that the suggestion previously had
been made to Commander Fosendahl by Inspector Ee J. Connelley that
it might be well for officiels at lakehurst to have an expert from
the Bureeu of Standards come to Lakehurst and examine the ruins of
the dirigible in an effort to ascertain if any foreign substance were
present end if so, the nature of the substance. Commander Rosendehl
stated that & chemical expert was proceeding to lekshurst some time
during Mey 20, 1937 to conduct an exsmination of the foreign sub-
stance found by Doctor Duer on the valve head. It was not made
clear, at this time by Commander Rosendahl, whether this expert was
proceeding from Washington, D. C. and was & employee of the Govern-
rent, or whether he was an employee of the New York Police Departi-
ment who was being obtained by Detective MeCarthy. Commander Eosen-
dahl steted thet the findipg of the foreign substance on the valve
head was & matter of the utmost of confidence and that he did not
wish it to be kmovm that he had allowed the Agents to view this piece
of evidence. In view of this fact, no further suggestions were made
to Commander Rosendahl ty Agent lelone and myself. Rosendahl etated
that it is Doctor Duer's opinion that the substence eppearing on the
valve head is undoubtedly sulphur and if this is true, it would then
further lend credence to the fact thaet the cause of the accident
might have been sebotage, as in Doctor Duer's opinion, there was no
sulphur substarce in the ship, end further that there was no substance
that was yellow in color on board the ship.

For the informetion of the Bureau, at this time it is not
knovm whether the information concerning the passenger Joseph Spach
has been put in possession of the New York Police Department, nor
whether it is the general knowledge of the sub-committee that is
assistirg the Board of Inguiry, of which Colonel fartney is a
mermber. It will be recalled that Colonel fartney is & representa-
tive of the Copelend Investigating Committee at lekehurst and, es
such, has been appointed as a member of the subecormittee which is
supposed to function as techmical adviscrs to the Board of Inguiry.
It is known, however, thet the fect that this foreign substance has
been found or one of the valve heads has been put in possession of
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the New York Police Department and the New York Police Department
has displayed & great deel of secret aotivity during the instant
date at lekehurst, especielly requesting private conferences with
the various paval personnel at lakehurst in the presence of Agent
Malone and myself.

For the Bureau's information, the investigation con-
cerning the ascertaining of the general background of the passenger
Joseph Spach 1s going forward and the Bureau will be kept advised
es to developments thereof.

At the conclusion of the interview with Commander Rosen-
dahl on the instant date, he informed that both he and his wife
had received confidentiel informetion from Mrs, Lehmann, wife of
the decemsed Captein lehmenn, to the effect that lehmann's life
had freguently been threatened, as well as the destruction of the
Gerran Zeppelin Transport Company. Commander Rosendahl informed,
in comnection with this, that he did not feel he should divulge
the informetion he had received from Mrs. Lehmanr unless it was
absolutely necessary, due to the fact that for him te do so would
be to violate a confidence.

For the Bureau's information there is being transmitted
herewith copies of & memorandum, dictated for the attention of
Inspector E. J. Connelley, bty myself, dated May 16, 1937 and
¥ay 17, 1537, as well as & memorendum for the file which wes sub-
mitted by Inspector E. J. Connelley under dete of May 18, 1937,

Very truly yours,

Qe

. 8.
¥. Se DEVEREATX,
Special Agent in Cherge.
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MEMCRANDUM FOR INSPECTOR E. J. CONNELLEY

Mey 16, 1937

RE: HINDENBURG AIRSHIP CATASTROPHE.

This 18 to record the fact that on Mey 11, 1837, I pro-
ceeded to Lakehurst, New Jersey, and contacted South Trimble, of the
Boerd of Inquiry representing the Department of Commerce, as well as
Commander Rosendahl, of the U. S. Navy. Neither of these individueals
had anything on their mind insofar as this Bureau is concerned, &nd no
comment was made regarding the investigation being conducted of the catas-
trophe. :

On Mey 12, 1937, I proceeded to Lakehurst, New Jersey, in
company with Special Agent in Charge R. E. Vetterli. At approximately
11;00 a.m., we were approached by Colonel Hertney, investigator for the
copeland Committee, and Hartney displayed a telegram which he had received
from Roger Williemson in Weshington. Telegram requested that he, Hartney,
ascertain from Vetterli whether or not casts were made of the tracks in
the middle of the roed on the western side of the reservation, and whether
or not they were traced from the fence on the western side of the reser-
vation to the marsh, eto., end suggesting that if thie had not been done,
that it should be done immediately. Hartney also stated that he had
information from Commander Rosendahl that threw an entirely new light
on the accident, but that this information was confidential, and that it
had to do with the wife of a laborer who resides in the house located near
the old abandoned mooring mest. No comment was made to Hartney on this
occasion, other than the fact that we, as representatives of the Bursau,
were merely observing at this time.

Also, on May 12, conversation was hed with South Trimble,
and he expressed the thought that he would appreciete the cocoperaticn of
the Bureau insofar as having Agents of the Bureau interview the passengers
who were on board the ill-fated Hindenburg on May 6, and also take care
of any investigetive motivity growing out from these interviews. Mr.
Trimble was informed that this request would be conveyed to you and that
we would notify him ms to the Bureau's reaction as soon as possible.
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On May 13, we saw South Trimble at 10:%0 a.m., and
informed him that the Buresu was desirous of ecooperating in every
way possible in matters that would be of mutual interest, and that -
there coculd be made available for the investigation suggested by
him two Agents, and that we would be glad to have these two Agents
work in cocperation with representativea of the Department of Commerce.
Trimble stated that after cheocking the situation, he found that there
were only four interviews left to be mede and that the inspectors of
the Department of Commerce could teke ocare of this situstion. He stated
he would let us know later in the day if any further assistance from the
Bureau was needed,

Cn Maey 12, at 2:00 p.m., Mr, Trimble etated to Vetterli
and myself that an examination of the wreckage had disclosed a broken
propeller in the middle of the ruine and thet it indicated that this
propeller blade could have been thrown from the propeller shaft of
one of the motors imto the superstructure of the ship end that this
could have caused the accident., He stated that they were contemplating
having the appropriate tests made of this propeller blade, in order to
ascertain if this theory coculd be verified.

He also said that he had witnesses that would testify
that there was & hole in the gide of the Bindenburg before approaching
the mooring mast, eto.

On May 12, there were turned over to me by Colonel Hartney,

three letters that he requested to be ghown to yvou. He stated that he
had shown the one letter signed by to General Von Boet-
tinger, who ies representing the ger sgador, Hans Luther, et the

hearing, and thet the General became quite excited and told him, Hartney,
thet that was the right type of investigetion to be made and that there
was undcubtedly sabotage connected with the accident. Copies of these
letters are attached hereto.

On May 14, 1937, the hearing at Lakehurst was attended
by me, accompanled by Special Agent Lee F. Malone, and on this oocasion,
I conversed with Colonel Hartney, et which time he gave me two more
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letters, the same being attached hereto, On this ocoassion, I diacreetly
copied these letters and returned the originals to him.

He stated that he was of the opinion greater efforts should
be made to conduct e thorough search of the field and further that he
had talked with Senator Copeland, the Senstor being of s similar opinionm,
and further, that the Seénatoer was quite put out because this had not as
yot been done. Hartney informed that he told the S, nator that the F.B.I.
was "working like the devil®™ on the cass. I immediately informed the
Colonel that our position in the matter was still that of observer, and
that if there was any request for activity on our part, it should be made
through the Boerd of Inquiry representing the Department of Commerce,
inasmich as they had full responsibility at the present time, and that
upon the receipt of such request, it would be given proper consideration.
Hartney informed that he understood perfestly, but that he thought he
had to tell the Senator somsthing.

At this time, he also seid that he was of the opinion that
an explosive bullet that would leave no tracer had been used in causing
the accident, and thaet it was probably through the utilizetion of a
ourved out lead bullet in which phosphorus hed been placed, and thet

as tne Du.L.LGF BFI'UUK. DI.I.U EJ.I'QUI' ln DHU BUPBI'HEI'UUUUI'U. the yuuuyuurun
would splatter on this metal and then with the sair mixing with the hy-
drogen, it would be touched off by the phosphorus, and the explosion would
ensue.

He also made mention of & spotlight bullet, which is
explosive in mature, that had besn tested by him on airplane fabric at
McCook Field inm Ohic, and that these tests taught him that an explosive

bullet ocould ignite & thing in the air immediately upon coming in contact
therewith.

He also stated that the Board of Inquiry did not sappear to be
terribly interested in the sabotage theory, and that they intended to
discount the same. No comment was made by me on this occasion.

on Mey 1§, 1937, at 11:15 a.m., I again conversed with
Colonel Hartney at Lakehurst, end was again accompanied by Special Agent
Malone, end at this time, I egain reiterated our position in the metter,
nemely, that we were merely observers, but thet we were perfectly willing

e
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to ocoperate in every wey possible, providing a formel request was
made by the Board., (oclonel Hartney on this oocasion informed me that
he understocd perfectly.

He alsc displayed to me another letter, s copy of which is
attached hereto, inasmuch as this letter was copied by me without the
knowledge of Colonel Hartneye

Respectfully submitted,

WSD: ML W S. DEVEREAUX, 7

Special Agent in Charge.
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Y May 11, 1937

P

Colonel Harold E. Bartney
U. 5+ Benate Bldgn
Washington, D. C.

Dear Colonel:

I em offering, what I believe, & logical resson for an in.
veostigation on &, perhaps, remote clue on what might be the cause of the
Hirndenburg explosion.

The Hindenburg has been coming te this country for years.
It was not extraordinary news. The day she arrived it was dark, dull
and rainy, and she hung up for a few hours to land, waiting until after
8ix o'clock, According to all the rules of human pature, most people
wishing to take pictures of the ship would have left for home.

With all this, this accident was photographed from every
angle. As & matter of fact, I heve never seen an event more profusely
photographed.

To me, it seems a possibility that e bunch of photographing
racketeers would frame an accident of this kind, as they would any other

Te o At frae T sirdormatand +had dha o, i o . .
OLE JOU IOT MODSYe. = UNGEeTSTANU TO&T TOd amount of BONSY taken in from

these photographs runs inte large sums,

I 2180 notice that some of the men who were notified to stay
off the ship were newspaper men. This may be caused by a distant friend-
ship for these men, by the fact those involved had an acquaintanceship
in the newspeper field,

I am offering this only as a lead 'whi h, 1 believe, is sup-
orted by good logic. I have no direct evidence for my conclusions.
pa to see you when you are in New York., I am at the
above address at all times.
Most oordially
- "
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(original letter written in ink in German)
4 .
Y

I was sorry to hear of the catastrophe. As I learned
by newspepers that Senator Copeland wants to investigate in
the case 1 wish to inform you that in oase the zeppelin fiew
over New York about four o'clock, the 6th (of May) at that
time ! was driving with some people. Three boys, sbout 9 - 10
years of age, sat at the window., There was a small aeroplane
connected with & rope with the airship and flying up to her
(or around). The 3 boys said what does the little want there.
They have seen it and I have seen it. We drive with the
elevated through Bronx Park on East Side. In oase the zeppelin
crossed that vicinity something waes tied on it, I am sure. The
small (plane) was over and onn?the airship). We oould see it
c¢learly as it was very low, I do not know the boys.

A Heartbroken

Envelope addressed and postmarked as follows:

[ 283

“"New York,HN. Y.

Sta. K
oy 7 8 - FM

1937

H. 8Sensator
Copeland.
(D= X. Ya)
(In pencil)
Wesh D.C.

Sigy-- "
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Benator Copeland,
Washington, D. €.

You should send for Sam Untermyer, Raddi Wise and the
balf jew, half wop Mayor la Guardia in your Hindenburg examination.
These men all favor baycotting Germany end are on record as saying they
even would prevent the boxer, Max Sclmelling, from fighting here ir
they oould do so. ,

The Hindenburg was fired at in lower New York-~I sew it
from a skysoraper window.Three shots came from e point close to the
elovated structure at Chambers Street and Greenwich as the airship
was heading toward the Battery after eircling Manhattan.

Some hireling of anti-narzis did this job and was pald
by the jews whom I have mentioned.Call them and ask about their
boyocott orgenization, the names of their agents, and you'll get
the murderer of those people on the Hindenburg.

And it wont be long now,Senator,before Americans stary
massacring kikes just &s other nations have dons.They are no good

sons of bitches and have been so for ages.
WAL .—(Sig't. typed)

Envelope addressed and postmarked as follows:

"HUD.TERM.ANNEX.N.Y.
MAY 7, 10,30 AM
1937
Senator Royal S.Copeland
U.S.Senate

Washin.gton,D.C.'

COPIES DESTROYED

BO  UCT < 1964



WIVACAE R R

AT

VA THESERE Y K N

R

L i

h 4

ol. Harold E. Barinsy,

Lakehurat, F, J.
Pear Sir,;

Fleagzes, fcr the sake of Christian humenity, do not allow yournelf
to become befuddled & oonfused, or frightened & intimidated by Jewish
arrogance & dominance in the attempts to side track the osuse of the
Hindenburg disaster. '

Jews, blg and influentlial in this Jewish-run Christian country
of ours, are determined to imitaete the investigators with every scheme
their cunning brains are cspeble of to concoot, & so camouflage the truth
with all kinds of phantastic theories, intended to throw you off your
feet. Jews are experts at deceit. Their Talmuid teasches them from child-
hood on the value of decsit egainst the gays (Christians) & the hate for
those Christians.

Everything in logic, common sense end physchology - from the S.
S. Bremen incident & the L& Guardia cass, to the intense hate for Germany
the threatened success of & good will through the Hindenburg points to
Jewish sabotage. But if one must have facts to be impressed, they are
there to; witnesses testified that the fire sterted thru a oomparatively
emall tongue of flame which suddenly burst out of the hull of the ship -
showing conclusively, & above & beyond all side-tracking issues of phan-
tastic Jewish theories, thet e flaming bullet (of which there mey bé &
hundred different simple devices) had been shot imto the hull. Pure and
Simpls, it was an aot of Jewish sabotage, inspired by Telmud - preached
hate.

(L,LH;’ Yours very respectfully
s -
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Typed note.

Colonel:s First paragraph mot pecessarily true; person might
have figured on ohcosing time when everyone was at one place on field,
and even guards would be looking toward ship; alsc, fanatic would be apt
to take pleasure in killing all in ship.

Second paraggraph very good. Search should certainly be mede
in aft of ship for some timing devioe. Perhaps you could suggest it to

Board.
L% /s/'( in penoil)

Pretty good letter, hay?

Atteached is plece of paper written in pencil es follows:

Send to Col. Hartmey Special Delivery.

Typed q’étjgh;;pjﬁicu_\

Suggest that this be turned over to Vetterli. “vt'“" J",%’}

Envelope addressed to:

Senator Royal S. Copeland,
Senate Chamber,
WRSh-, D. c.

Postmarked: N, Yo Ce - N. Y., Sta A
65-10-~-37 2 pM

Letter as follows;

The Disaster to the Hindenburg.- I do not believe - was caused
here - For this reason. It would have been much safer to have fired an
incendiary bullet - later in the night. because if the first cne missed -
they could repeat - until success - and it is reasoneble to suppose thet
the wrecking of the craft would be the only thing soughte If murder was
sought - it would have been tried minutes before - as nc one knew that
the end would be so sudden.

My theory is that, if it wes not en accident, - it was planned
before the ghip left Germany that is, & time device was installed then,
s0 timed that it would work after the ship was anchored - they figured
on & normal crossing which would have the ship enchored about three hours
earliert - But as she was late (as I understand the sohesdule) it was (the
Blast) in & sense, premature.

COPIES DESTROYED
30 0CT 21 1964
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The only thing to do is, to soreen every or. of ashes - if a
time device (probebly a small alarm clock - Eight day) is found, partic-
ularly in the rear third of the ship, then one may be sure that - it
was sebotaget If not, then I firmly believe, it was natural causes - beyond
‘our present knowledge. Anc all the investigations are so much -- waste timet

WY/

Written in pencil. "No addrees."

- E‘D
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(Written on the reverse side of this letter was the following:)

Eloise,

I am trying to find opt all info about such nuts. This
guy might sotually have done the dirty work, or some
other disgruntled inventor like him.

COPIES DESTROYED
30 ULt a1 1504 - 2 -
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c This letter was copied on May 15, 1837
0 while in the possession of Colonel Hartmey,
P et Lakehuret, New Jersey.
h 4

e

Honcreble Roysl Copeland,
U. 5. Senator,
Wesh.; Ds Co

Deer Senstor:

In case of the yesterday Zepplin disester st lLskehurst,
¥. J. as well as the disasters of ShenETdosh, Akron, ¥econ, may I inform you
that Zepplin competitions in Americe against my airship invention ere
now out Of my WaY.

- W CPRE S TTINEIET A R e —

I am the inventor of & resl American dirigible patented
1914 in Wash. but which was refused for adoption at the lighter than
air competibion in 1928 by the Gov't. experts in Wash. The result
of this refusel was that both edopted Zepplin immitations had &
short life. If you Honorsble, ere ep ardent furtherer of e real
& good Americen invention of originel oonstruction in that linme,
I hope you will reccommend it for oonstruction, such disasters eas
in the pest will néver happen in the future.

XY AT

i

[+

I will oonstruct an real American helium airship, better
& saftier than a Zepplin, iTwill cost 1easer ser money, useful for
war &8 well, &s commerce, and which will be constructed to land

on the water surface by means of pontoons.

i

Aweiting your kind reply om this subject

. Most respectfully,
4 Yours,

v -

(Typed on & card attached to the above letter was the
following:)

Col:

Thie digeruntled inventer goes 50 far ag to BAY EXXXXXXXL

et WMol LAt SLVEL WG

that since the Hindenburg dlsaster, "2eppelin competi-
ticns are mow cut of my way." We heve coples here; so
- Vetterli cen have this.

o T . o
COYIER e
~

. I P - & s = % _—‘
¢ U I N {signed im Penoll}'
' (ch all right)

P
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Mey 17, 1937,

MEMORANDUM FOR INSPECTOR E. J. CONNELLEY

On the morning of May 17, 1837, Specisl Agent lee F.
Malone and myself prooceeded to Lakehurst, New Jersey, to attend
the hearing regarding the Hindenburg dlisaster of May 6. We at-
tended the morning heering end in complicance with telephonioc
instructions received Brom Special Agent in Charge Vetterli, I
left with the Board of Inguiry the eddress and telephone number
of the Newark Field Divisionend informed them that other coumit-
merts necessitated my returning immediately to Newark, New Jersey,
and thet if there were eny developments in connection with the
investigation being conducted by the Departmant of Commeroce re-
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service, that if the Board would contact the Newark Field Divislon
and meke a request for any activity on the part of the Bureasu, that
this request would receive due consideration and that they were to
feel thet the Bureeu wished to cooperate in every prxotical manner.

I was informed by Major Schroeder and Mr. Mulligan, of
the Board, that thus far there was no indicetion of & wviclation
in which this Buresu would be interested, but that if anything
arose that they felt would be of interest to the Bureau or that
they felt the Bureau could be of assistance to the Board in com-
pleting their investigation, they would feel free to communicate
with this Fielc Division. They both informed me that they appre-
ciated very much our presence &t Lakehurst. Further, that they
had & great deal of confidence in the Bureau and that if there
was any indication of sebotege or the like they would probebly
want to oontect this division. I also left the address and tele-
phone number of this divisiorn with Captein Roeendahl, Commender of
the Revel pase at Lakehurst and gave him the seme explanstion that
I gave the Boerd of Inguiry. Rosendahl alsc atated that thus far
there was no evidence of ssboteze or of & criminal violation, but
that he certainly had appreciated the presence of representatives
of the Buresu at the Nevel Base and that he would eppreciste very
mich our contacting him periodically sc thet he eould keep us in-
formed as to any developments. No further comment was made by me
regarding the remerks of either the Board or Rosendahl.

e B INED

gCT 21 1964



[ SRR |

o

7 BT

N o

Colonel Hertney wes not contected by me on the instant
date,

Agent Malone and myself arrived in Newark, New Jersey
at 1.20 P. M. and no further sction will be taken by this division
at Lekehurst until further instructions are received from the
Buresau.

Respectfully submitted,

W. S. DEVEREAUX,
W3D:RBT Speciel Agent 1in Charge.
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MEXYORARDUM FOR THE FILE
May 18, 1937.
RE: EINDENBURG

On May 11, 1537, in & telephone conversation with Mr.,
Tamm as to the requests previously made apparently by Roger
Williamson to Commander Rosendahl that a search be made of the
field where the Hindenburg fell which he, Williamson, suggested
that we should supervise, Mr, Tamm advised we should indicate to
Commander Rosendahl that we necessarily cannot act upon requests
for investigation by a Senatorial Committee inasmuch as this
would possibly place us in a« position to be oriticized, but that

should the committse investigating the disaster of the Hindenburg

or Mr. Rosendahl have some ideas for investigation, this might make
a difference as to what we would do in the situation inssmuch as
this would possibly place before us some situation coming within
our investigative jurisdiction, Reference is made to my previous
jndication that if a search were to be made, this could jJust es
well be made in any of the area over which the Hindenburg circled
for approximstely two hours before it made its landing at the
Naval Air Station. It was indicated, at that time, that we were

entirely friendly and agresable with both Commander Rosendahl and

¥r. Trimble of the Commerce Department Investigating Committee, dut,
however, they had made no request of us, as yet, for investigation.

On May 12, 1937, as a result of the request made by
Mr, Trimble to Agents Vettsrli and Devereaux, this information was
communicated to Mr, Temm at 6;11 p. m.; that Mr. Trimble indicated
that it would be desirable possibly for us to check, or to check in

cooperation with their Inspectors, the various passengers who arrived
on the Hindemburg in order to learn the names of any persons who were
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at the field to meet them and thereafter interview these latter
persons for any of their observations while at the field.

on May 12, 1937, at 10:18 p. m., Mr. Tamm, in a telephone

conversation, advised thet the Director had instructed that it would -
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be desirable for us to cooperste in any way possible with Mr. Trimble;
that we should suggest to him that we would be agreeable to checking
the list of passengers as previously above-indicated; that, however,
this should be done in conjunction with the Inspectors of the Depart-
ment of Commerce; that we would be very glad to work with them in
handling this situation, however, it was suggested that we request
the Commerce Committee to obtain the list of passengers from the
Zeppelin Company and thereafter we would have two of our men work

with two of the Department of Cammerce Inspectors.
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Ou the followling day, May 13, ;73(, r. Trinble was ad-
vised in scoordance with the above situation and at this time he
advised Agents Vetterli and Devereaux that they had checked out most
of these pessengers and at this time they had none that they desired
us to check, but that they would call upon us for any assistance if
they desired it end they have not, as yet, suggested to us any inquiry,
although we have indicated to them that we were very desirous of
rendering any and all possible assistance to them and that we would
consider any request for investipgation they made and if same wus proper,
in accordance with what we should handle, we would be glad to imme-

diately make the necessary inquiry.

Inapector.
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- _ Federal Bureau of Fnvestigation

[

(XN

1w

ivwsey ...

Hnited States Beparfment of Iuatice

L DI, i

936 Reymond-Commerce Building
Newark, New Jersey

f 4 Director prLASSLITEY T
MHidieo Ll q A.. f'n
(1{71 Federal Bureau of Investigation CN 7T e¥ _ -
' Weshington, D. C.

o)
Re: DESTRUCTION AIRSEIP HINDENBURG
Dear Sir:

On May 20, 1937 at 6:00 P.M., Commender C. E. Rosendshl,
of the Naval Air Stetion at lakehurst, New Jersey, contacted Special
Agent in Charge Deveresux by telephone and edvised that a chemist
associeted with the Bureau of lines and Explosives who receives com=
pensetion from the Association of Railroads in the eastern part of
the United States, had made en examination of the gas valve which had
been located by Dr. Ludwig Duerf Chief Comstruction Engineer of the
German Zeppelin Trensport Company, and had determined that the foreign
substance present on the velve heed was not sulphur or any active acid.
The chemist advised Commander Rosendehl that to really determine what
composed the deposited substance, & deteiled, minute examination would
have to be made, and suggested that the examination be made by the

Bureau of Stendards at Wa.shi;%:é’onhgﬁnc. Iéa_\ - 6‘3—'/_?& - /?

Commender Bosendehl advised that (the committee was takding’
steps in the immediate future to have this suggésted exeTination pedeé! VN
by the Bureau of Standards at ¥eshington, D. Ca VaY DG ipa7P M,
} e e - .
)/ He further advised that the German ‘Commission ig now g
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: the opinion that the deposit appearing upen the valve 14
'} sibly have originated from & fire extinguisher which wa

r‘ﬁ: ' the aft portion of the ship, and that it wms_eithgr e dyposit from

the burned rubber or the discharged fluid of t%e.y firgue uisher.

-t '
: For the assistance of the Buresu there is trensmitted
with this letter a photostetic copy of the disgrax of the Hindenburg
! which is marked 12-129, and a photostatic copy of the diagram of the
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Hindenburg showing the locatlon of the Hindenburg persomnel at the

time of the accident.

IFi:ce
EBC].S - (2)
70-15

The latter is marked M-105-115.

Very truly yours,

. 5
W. S. DEVERFAUX,
Special Agent irn Charge
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